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STATISTICAL PUBLICATION INFORMATION FOR
PLANNING ANALYSIS DIVISION

(non-forecast publications only)

Below is a list of the publications compiled by the Office of Aviation Policy and Plans/Planning Analysis
Division.  Questions may be directed to us by phone as indicated below each listing, or, by writing:

Federal Aviation Administration
Planning Analysis Division (APO-100)
800 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC  20591.

Attention regular customers:  please see new information below for each publication.

Airport Activity Statistics of Certificated Route Air Carriers is now published by the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS).  Included in the data are passenger enplanements and tons of enplaned
freight and mail.  Scheduled/nonscheduled service shown by airport and carrier are also included.
Breakdown of data includes departures/enplanements/cargo/mail by airport, carrier & type of operation,
and type of aircraft.

Order from: Bureau of Transportation Statistics at:
202-366-DATA or fax:  202-366-3640

Census of US Civil Aircraft is an annual publication that includes statistical data on the registered civil
fleet, air carrier aircraft, and general aviation aircraft--both registered and active, detailed reports for
general aviation aircraft by owner's state and county, and registered aircraft by make and model.

1994 information is available on the Internet at: http://api.hq.faa.gov/apo_home.htm
Once you get the APO HOME PAGE, scroll down and select: APO Publications
Select Census of US Civil Aircraft under 1996 Publications
1995/1996 information will be available: undetermined
Person to contact: George Stamas (202-267-7924)

FAA Air Traffic Activity furnishes terminal and en route air traffic activity information (e.g., takeoffs &
landings, flight plans filed) of the National Airspace System.  The data is collected/ compiled from the
FAA-operated Airport Traffic Control Towers, Air Route Traffic Control Centers, Flight Service Stations,
Approach Control Facilities, and FAA-contracted towered airports.

FY 1990-1996 information is available on the Internet at: http://api.hq.faa.gov/apo_home.htm
Once you get the APO HOME PAGE, scroll down and select: APO Data Systems
Select the “Air Traffic” button.
Person to contact: Nancy Trembley (202-267-9942)
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FAA Statistical Handbook of Aviation is a convenient source for historical data.  It presents statistical
information pertaining to the FAA, the National Airspace System, Airports, Airport Activity, US Civil Air
Carrier Fleet, US Civil Air Carrier Operating Data, Airmen, General Aviation Aircraft, Aircraft Accidents,
and Aeronautical Production & Import/Export.

1994 information is available on the Internet at: http://api.hq.faa.gov/apo_home.htm
Once you get the APO HOME PAGE, scroll down and select: APO Publications
Select FAA Statistical Handbook of Aviation under 1996
Publications
1995/1996 information will be available: undetermined
Person to contact: George Stamas (202-267-7924)

General Aviation & Air Taxi Activity and Avionics Survey is an annual report that presents the results of
the general aviation/air taxi activity and avionics survey conducted to obtain information on the activity and
avionics of the US registered general aviation aircraft fleet.  The report contains estimated flying time,
landings, fuel consumption, lifetime airframe hours, and engine hours of the active general aviation aircraft
by manufacturer/model group, aircraft type, state and region of based aircraft, and primary use. 

Latest printed edition: Calendar Year 1996
Order publication from: Diane Green (202-267-3352)
1997 information will be available: September, 1998
Person to contact: George Stamas (202-267-7924)

US Civil Airmen Statistics is an annual study of detailed airmen statistics.  It contains statistics on pilots
and nonpilots and the number of certificates issued.

1996 information is available on the Internet at: http://api.hq.faa.gov/apo_home.htm
Once you get the APO HOME PAGE, scroll down and select: APO Publications
Select US Civil Airmen Statistics under 1997 Publications
Person to contact: George Stamas (202-267-7924) or

Diane Green (202-267-3352)
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PREFACE

This report presents the results of the 1996 General Aviation and Air Taxi Activity Survey and is prepared
by the Statistics and Forecast Branch, Planning Analysis Division, Office of Aviation Policy and Plans
(APO-1).

This survey provides information about the activity of the general aviation and air taxi aircraft fleet.  It
excludes commuters.  The information obtained from the survey enables the Federal Aviation
Administration to monitor the general aviation and air taxi fleet so that the FAA can, among other
activities, anticipate and meet demand for National Airspace System (NAS) facilities and services, assess
the impact of regulatory changes on the general aviation and air taxi fleet, and implement measures to
ensure the safe operation of all aircraft in the airspace. 

Each year the information for the survey is collected using a statistically designed sample survey.  The
sample is selected from all general aviation and air taxi aircraft registered with the FAA.  Appendix A of
this report provides a detailed description of the survey, its history, and the survey sample design.

To be more responsive to the needs of the general aviation community, a number of major changes have
been incorporated into the survey over the years.  Changes made since 1993 are detailed in the Appendix
and in previous publications.  For the 1996 Survey a new use category--public use--was included in the
survey.  This was to estimate active aircraft and hours flown in fulfilling government functions by aircraft
owned or leased by  Federal, state or local government.  These aircraft and hours had previously been
included in estimates for one of the other 13 listed use categories.

Also, in conjunction with the survey for calendar year 1996, a sample of aircraft owners that did not
respond to the mail survey were contacted by telephone.  This telephone survey collected information to
determine aircraft utilization differences between mail survey respondents and nonrespondents. The last
such survey was conducted for 1990.  The current survey results suggest that nonrespondents had higher
utilization rates than previously estimated.   Estimates for 1996 have been revised to reflect the
nonresponse bias indicated by the new telephone survey.  Summary data have been revised for the years
1991 through 1995 to reflect a gradual shift in nonresponse bias from 1990 to 1996 estimates.  Revisions
to more detailed information from past surveys is not available.

Information is provided on both historical (1987-1995) and current (1996) general aviation and air taxi
activity measures.  Detail is given as to the principal purpose of operation, flying conditions, fuel
consumption, and hours of airframe and engine activity.  Further, the survey inventories the installation of
global positioning navigation equipment.  Finally, activity data is also classified by fixed and retractable
landing gear systems.

Notable changes for aircraft and activity indicated:

• the active general aviation and air taxi fleet totaled 187,312 in 1996, an increase of 2.6 percent
over revised 1995 fleet totals;

 
• the active piston and turbine fixed-wing fleets recorded increases of 1.5  and 6.8 percent,

respectively, in 1996;
 
• active general aviation and air taxi aircraft flew 26.1  million hours in 1996, a 1.7 percent

increase over revised 1995 hours;
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• hours flown by active piston and turbine fixed-wing aircraft increased 1.2 and 8.5 percent,

respectively, in 1996; and
 
• active general aviation and air taxi aircraft flew an average of 139.3 hours in 1996, 0.9 percent

less than in 1995.

Suggestions and comments about this report are welcome and will be given careful consideration in
planning future editions.  Please direct any comments to Mr. George Stamas, Statistics and Forecast
Branch, phone number (202) 267-7924, FAX (202) 267-5370 or e-mail george.stamas@faa.dot.gov.

John M. Rodgers
Director of Aviation Policy and Plans
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